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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4040

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By
Read first tinme . Referred to .

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO DONALD H. RUMSFELD,
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, AND TO DR. CONDOLEEZZA RI CE, SECRETARY OF STATE,
AND TO THE HONORABLE | BRAHI M AL-JA FARI, |RAQ PRI ME M NI STER:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, In sonme of the grandest events in the history of the
world, mllions of Iraqis have risked death to participate in voting in
free, denocratic elections, both for a national Constitution and for
menbers of their National Assenbly, in spite of ongoing violence and
threats of violence by Islamc terrorists; and

VWHEREAS, In their first free elections in nore than 50 years,
mllions of Iraqis have turned out to vote with great enthusiasm and
determ nation making way for a future of peace and freedom and each
el ection has brought unexpected hope and happiness to the streets of
Baghdad and cities and towns throughout the nation of Iraq; and
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WHEREAS, In |arge nunbers and at great personal risk, the Iraqi
peopl e have denonstrated their commtnent to denocracy by naking these
el ections historic acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Nunerous coalitions, political parties, i ndi vi dua
political parties, and independent candidates representing a broad
cross-section of Iraq have participated in these anmazi ng el ections; and

VWHEREAS, Iraq's Electoral Comm ssion has prepared and put in place
a framework for each election that has generally net recognized
standards in terns of election law, planning, and preparations, and
whi ch were conducted w thout systematic flaws and in accordance with
basic international standards; and

WHEREAS, Iraqi election organizers and citizens have expressed
delight with their success, celebrating the votes as a victory agai nst
i nsurgents and a triunph of denocracy, and proudly announci ng "Freedom
has won" and "W have conquered terrorisni; and

VWHEREAS, On each el ection day, lraqis have appeared convi nced that
a new day has arrived with voters dancing, singing, and cel ebrating
thrusting into the air their ink-stained fingers, a synbol of their
initiation into denocracy, and expressing a jubilant sense of the
undeni abl e |i beration from decades of tyranny; and

WHEREAS, Seeing thousands of Iraqis with their stains of honor
brings a sense of awe at the courage and commtnent to freedom they
showed; and

WHEREAS, Opti m sm abounds as expectati ons have been exceeded in the
lragi ratification, a permanent Constitution, and election of an
assenbly that will be the basis of a fully denocratic Iraq; and

WHEREAS, One of the nost striking trends in the elections were the
nunbers of wonen voters with the female proportion of voters as high as
65 percent in many parts of the country, a remarkable achievenent in a
society where traditionally a woman would only vote with her husband's
perm ssion and then according to his instructions; and

WHEREAS, A percentage of the seats in the new National Assenbly
were reserved for wonen, giving thema real stake in Iraq's future; and

WHEREAS, The United States and the other Coalition Forces have been
there to help the Iraqis provide security, and will continue training
Iraqi security forces, so this rising denocracy can eventually take
full responsibility for its own future; and
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WHEREAS, The Iraqgis continue to face many difficult chall enges, but
the United States is conmtted to supporting themin this effort; and

VWHEREAS, The nunerous statenents that have been nmade by world
| eaders supporting the el ections and praising the courage of the Iraqi
peopl e are nost wel cone and hel pful ; and

VWHEREAS, Iraqgi |eaders have ensured their political process is
inclusive of Iragq's conplex nosaic of faiths and peoples, and the
United States whol eheartedly supports this process of inclusiveness;
and

WHEREAS, The cliché that Third Wrld people care nore about food
than about freedom has been refuted by the political and spiritua
dignity of the Iraqi people who have proved throughout these el ections
that they really do care about the right to speak freely and to vote
secretly, the ordinary and essential el ements  of denocratic
citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, The United States is trying to win hearts and mnds, while
the terrorists are trying to destroy hearts, mnds, and the bodies of
i nnocent citizens, including nen, wonen, and children; and

VWHEREAS, Iragi |eaders have provided great |eadership in working
with the United States and the Coalition Forces in acting quickly and
forcefully against the terrorists, and ensuring the success of the
el ection, promsing that they wll do all they can to strike against
eneny forces aimng at harmng their country, reaffirmng their
commtnent to establish a denocratic governnent that provides freedom
and equal rights for all its citizens, and their determ nation to fight
and, if necessary, die for the cause of freedom and

VWHEREAS, The Iraqi people know that President George W Bush says
what he neans and neans what he says, and that he will keep Anerica's
commtnment to do what it can to pronote and protect their liberty
i ndependence, and security; and

VWHEREAS, President George W Bush has correctly and enphatically
noted that the people of Iraq have spoken to the world and the world is
hearing the voice of freedomfromthe center of the Mddl e East - "Wen
victory conmes and denocracy takes hold in Iraqg, it will serve as a
nodel for freedomin the broader Mddle East. History has shown that
free nations are peaceful nations. And by helping Iraqgis build a
| asting denocracy, we spread the hope of liberty across a troubled
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region, we will gain new allies in the cause of freedom By spreading
denocracy and freedom we're laying the foundation of peace for
generations to cone";

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
President and Congress continue to take all neasures necessary to
protect the liberty, independence, and security of the Iraqi people and
to pronote freedom denocracy, and peace in the Mddle East and around
the worl d; and

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, Donald H Runsfeld, Secretary of Defense, Dr. Condol eezza Ri ce,
Secretary of State, the Honorable Ibrahim al-Ja'fari, Ilraqi Prine
M nister, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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